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ENVIRONMENTAL ENTREPRENEURS IS A NATIONAL 
NONPARTISAN GROUP OF BUSINESS OWNERS, INVESTORS 
AND OTHERS WHO ADVOCATE FOR SMART POLICIES THAT 
ARE GOOD FOR THE ECONOMY AND THE ENVIRONMENT.

E2 IS EFFECTIVE.
Over the past 15 years E2’s 
members have helped shape 
state and federal policies on 
issues ranging from clean 
energy to water efficiency. 
These policies stimulate 
innovation and create new 
markets. They create jobs. And 
they grow the economy while 

protecting the environment.

E2 IS EFFICIENT.
Our members’ time is valuable. 

We don’t waste it. We engage 

on issues where we can make 

a difference to improve our 

environment and our economy. 

We do it strategically, smartly 

and swiftly.

E2 IS ENCOMPASSING.
From clean energy to agriculture, 

our members work or live in  

49 states. They’ve founded 

nearly 2,500 companies in 

dozens of industries. They’ve 

created more than 600,000 

jobs and manage hundreds of 

billions of dollars in venture  

and private equity capital.

MORE JOBS, LESS CARBON: 
E2’S MOST COMPREHENSIVE 
CAMPAIGN EVER

“FROM THE HALLS OF CONGRESS TO A GROWING NUMBER OF STATE 
CAPITALS, E2’S REACH IS EXPANDING ACROSS AMERICA. OUR MEMBERS 
ARE WILLING TO RAISE THEIR POWERFUL BUSINESS VOICES TO DEFEND 
OUR NATURAL RESOURCES AND BUILD A MORE PROSPEROUS FUTURE.”

— Nicole Lederer, chair and co-founder, E2

In June 2014, the Environmental Protection Agency (EPA) introduced the federal Clean Power 
Plan, which calls for reducing carbon pollution from power plants by 30 percent while increasing 
clean energy and energy efficiency. The plan is not only our country’s most important climate 
policy — it’s also a huge potential economic catalyst that will save U.S. businesses an estimated 
$24 billion by 2020 and create thousands of jobs in renewable energy and energy efficiency.

E2 is uniquely positioned as the most effective business voice on clean energy and cutting 
carbon pollution. As part of our “More Jobs, Less Carbon” campaign, some 360 E2 members 
from every corner of the country signed on to a letter to the EPA supporting the plan. We’ve 
sponsored webinars and events across the country to explain to businesspeople and lawmakers 
the potential benefits of cutting carbon pollution and increasing clean energy that will come 
with the plan. We’ve met with governors, legislators and policymakers in states across the 
country to bring the business voice to the discussion over the Clean Power Plan, and we’ll 
continue to do so in the year ahead. 

Since E2 began tracking clean energy job 
announcements and projects nationwide in  
2011, it has become a nationally recognized 
authority on clean energy and clean 
transportation job trends.

Our www.cleanenergyworksforus.org site is now a go-to resource for information on clean energy job growth that is 
commonly cited by elected officials, government leaders and local and national news reporters.

In 2014, we took a deeper dive and conducted comprehensive, statewide clean energy job surveys in several key  
states — Illinois, Florida and Pennsylvania — to make sure lawmakers and the media knew about the importance of the 
clean energy sector to their economies.

We made a difference.

In Florida, our Clean Jobs Florida report was covered by every major media outlet in the state, 
and helped make climate change and clean energy an issue in Florida’s gubernatorial election.  

In Pennsylvania, our Clean Jobs PA report was a highlight of a major clean energy conference in 
Harrisburg.

And in Illinois, the Clean Jobs Illinois report we produced with 
several partners still gets cited regularly by lawmakers, policymakers 
and others.

In 2015, we’ll continue to tell the important 
story of how clean energy works in states 
across the country, and we’ll push back on 
clean energy opponents who claim otherwise.

THE AUTHORITY  
ON CLEAN ENERGY 

JOBS

“A STUDY BY THE GROUP ENVIRONMENTAL ENTREPRENEURS 
SHOWS THAT IN THE SECOND QUARTER OF 2014 ALONE, WE 

ADDED 12,500 CLEAN-ENERGY JOBS. AMERICA’S CLEAN ENERGY 
PROGRESS IS BRINGING DOWN ENERGY COSTS, BRINGING IN 
GOOD-PAYING JOBS, AND BRINGING BACK MANUFACTURING.”

— Gina McCarthy, EPA Administrator, September 2014 speech



www.e2.org  |  Twitter: @e2org

Fifteen years ago, E2 was started with the realization that the economy and 
the environment are not at odds — but in fact, that smart environmental 
policies can lead to economic growth. 

Since then we’ve grown from a small cadre of business people in 
Northern California to a nationwide organization with nine chapters and 
more than 850 members who work or do business in almost every state. 

Today our ranks include business owners, investors and entrepreneurs 
from a wide variety of industries — but also retired military officers and 
evangelicals; farmers and fishermen; medical professionals and tribal 
leaders and a wide swath of other Americans from every walk of life. 

What we have in common is this: 
We care about the economy AND the environment; and we’re willing to 
dedicate our time and our voices to advocate for smart policies that drive 
economic growth and improve environmental protection.

E2 @ 15 WE NEED YOUR 
SUPPORT
As E2 enters its 15th year, we are growing 
like never before.

We are also facing new challenges — and 
opportunities — that we never had before.

Smart policies like the federal Clean Power Plan 
and state clean energy initiatives promise to 
create new jobs, drive economic growth — and 
also cut carbon pollution and address climate 
change. New opportunities to improve efficiency 
in industries ranging from farming to building 
management promise to drive innovation and 
reduce wasted water, energy and chemicals.

Yet changing political winds and short-sighted 
opponents are threatening these advances at 
every turn.

> We need your voice to advocate  
for the economy and the environment.

> We need your stories to tell to  
our lawmakers and policymakers.

> We need your support as an  
E2 member.

GROWTH, CHALLENGES 
AND WHERE YOU FIT IN

JOIN US Go to www.e2.org or contact E2 development coordinator  
Ying Li at ying@e2.org to become an E2 member today.

I N  2 0 1 5



RAISING THE BUSINESS VOICE IN 
WASHINGTON, D.C. AND IN THE STATES

That’s how many business roundtables, ecosalons, webinars and other events E2 organized in 2014. These 
included business roundtables held with mayors and other officials in places spanning from Michigan’s Upper 
Peninsula to central Florida; from rural Virginia to downtown San Francisco.

That’s how many media stories E2 appeared in in 2014, ranging from major pieces in Bloomberg Businessweek 
and other national publications to interviews on local television and radio stations across America.

That’s how many petitions, letters to lawmakers and other advocacy actions E2 completed in 2014 in 
Washington, D.C. and in the states. The Ohio Senate heard from E2 on energy efficiency standards. Governors 
in a dozen states heard from us about the federal Clean Power Plan. We raised our members’ voices in New 
York and North Carolina on fracking and renewable energy. In California, Gov. Jerry Brown heard E2 members’ 
advice on biofuels; and in the Pacific NW,  policymakers heard E2’s recommendations on low-carbon fuels.

60
400+

30+

The list goes on, all tied together with a common thread: E2 takes tough, business-minded stands on issues crucial  
to our nation’s economy and environment and makes sure policymakers — wherever they are — get the message.

ADD YOUR VOICE BY JOINING E2 TODAY

www.e2.org



E2’S MIDWEST EXPANSION
Nowhere was E2’s growth and influence more notable in 2014 than in the Midwest. 
With our new E2 Midwest advocate, we met with more than 200 business leaders, 
policymakers and others throughout the nation’s Heartland. Our new foothold in the 
Midwest is expanding E2’s membership, reach and influence.

IN COLORADO, WATER 
AND CLEAN ENERGY
Former Gov. Bill Ritter helped E2’s Rocky Mountains chapter kick 
off its “More Jobs, Less Carbon” campaign in support of the federal 
Clean Power Plan. The E2 ROX chapter in 2014 also helped roll 
out a new building efficiency program in Denver, and brought the 
business voice to Colorado River water management issues.

IN CALIFORNIA — 
NOT A DROP WASTED
With the state mired in drought,  E2’s Northern California 
chapter sponsored a symposium on water efficiency 
technology featuring the chairwoman of the California State 
Water Board and others. E2 California members  also helped 
support and pass Proposition 1, a $7.5 billion bond to improve 
water infrastructure efficiency and recycling, groundwater 
cleanup, and environmentally responsible storage projects.

LEADING ON CLEAN 
ENERGY IN NEW 
ENGLAND
In Massachusetts, E2 members in 2014 brought the business 
voice to bear in on issues ranging from energy efficiency to tar 
sands oil with  policymakers ranging from Gov. Deval Patrick and 
Rep. Joe Kennedy to the chief energy and environment officer 
for the City of Boston. In its first-ever New Hampshire event, E2 
New England co-hosted a business roundtable in Concord to 
discuss the economic benefits of the federal Clean Power Plan.

CARRYING THE CLEAN 
ENERGY MESSAGE TO 
THE MID-ATLANTIC
In states stretching from Virginia to Florida, E2’s mid-Atlantic 
members helped push for more clean energy and less carbon 
pollution. In Virginia, E2 released a major poll of small 
businesses owners on clean energy. In Florida, E2 commissioned 
an in-depth clean energy jobs report that was covered in every 
major media outlet, and also helped organize a the first-of-its-
kind Climate Solutions Summit. In North Carolina, E2 pushed 
back on fracking and put our support behind smart renewable 
energy policies.“WE NEED TO HARNESS THE POTENTIAL OF OUR ENTREPRENEURIAL SPIRIT AND OUR ABUNDANT CLEAN 

ENERGY RESOURCES TO CREATE A MORE SUSTAINABLE FUTURE. E2 IS CRITICAL TO THAT FUTURE, AND 
I LOOK FORWARD TO WORKING WITH ITS MEMBERSHIP TO CRAFT CLEAN ENERGY POLICIES THAT WILL 

CREATE JOBS, PROTECT OUR ENVIRONMENT AND STRENGTHEN U.S. COMPETITIVENESS ABROAD.”

— U.S. Senator Michael Bennet (Colorado)

IOWA: A CASE STUDY
Iowa exemplified E2’s  Midwest expansion. Before 2014, 
E2 was unknown in Iowa. By mid-year, new E2 Iowa  
members were meeting  with Gov. Terry Branstad (R) and 
other top state and local officials about the economic and 
environmental importance of the federal Clean Power Plan 
and other issues. We also got our message out through 
newspaper stories, op-eds and a statewide radio tour.

Visit E2’s www.cleanenergyworksforus.org site 
to see how clean energy works across the U.S.

GROWING IN THE 
PACIFIC NORTHWEST
E2’s Pacific Northwest chapter continues to expand in 
membership and influence. During 2014, E2 members in 
Washington and Oregon added the business voice to important 
issues ranging from protecting Alaska’s pristine Bristol Bay 
to cutting carbon pollution in the transportation sector. 
With the hiring of our first-ever Pacific Northwest advocate, 
E2 will continue to push for smart policies that will reduce 
carbon pollution, increase clean energy and address ocean 
acidification — an increasing threat to the region’s economy  
and environment.

REINVENTING 
ENERGY,  
PREVENTING 
FRACKING IN  
NEW YORK

New York is in the midst of a far-reaching makeover of its energy 
sector — and E2’s reinvigorated New York chapter in 2014 was 
right in the middle of it. In September, the chairman of energy 
and finance for New York met with E2 members about the state’s 
goals to increase clean energy and cut carbon emissions. E2 
also advocated for a new state Clean Energy Fund that will 
create investment opportunities in clean energy. E2 NY also 
weighed in on dirty energy in 2014, joining with other business 
groups in successfully calling for Gov. Andrew Cuomo to ban 
fracking because of its economic and environmental harms.
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