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Report: Nearly 28,500 Clean Energy Workers in Iowa 
Wind Employment Leads all Renewable Generation Jobs; Energy Efficiency Sector Booming 
 
DES MOINES (March 22, 2016) – Nearly 28,500 Iowans work in the state’s clean energy sector, according 
to a comprehensive analysis unveiled today by Clean Energy Trust (CET) and Environmental 
Entrepreneurs (E2). 
 
The results are being unveiled at a press conference at 8:45 a.m. CDT in Room 304 of the Iowa State 
Capitol, 1007 E. Grand Street, Des Moines, with Tim Dwight, president of the Iowa Solar Energy Trade 
Association (ISETA), and Emily Rice, senior business developer from Des Moines-based The Energy 
Group.  
 
“Any way you slice them, the numbers show that clean energy works for Iowa,” said Gail Parson, E2’s 
Midwest advocate. “And the good news is we’re just getting started. With the right policies, we can 
keep these good-paying, homegrown jobs growing in every corner of the state.”  
 
While Iowa leads the Midwest in wind energy employment, the biggest sector for clean energy jobs in 
the state is in energy efficiency, the analysis, conducted by BW Research Partners, found. More than 
19,300 Iowans work in energy efficiency, including nearly 3,000 who work in LED, CFL or other high-
efficiency lighting jobs; 1,100 who work in advanced building materials and insulation and more than 
5,600 who work in energy star or high AFUE HVAC system manufacturing and installation. 
 
The state’s wind industry employs nearly 6,500 workers. The solar industry employs more than 600 
workers, while geothermal companies employ about 700 Iowans. 
 
“There’s nothing that says Iowa can’t do with solar and other renewables what it pioneered with wind 
energy,” said Tim Dwight, president of ISETA and founder of Integrated Power, a business that helps 
install solar arrays for commercial and agricultural clients. “Policies like the federal Clean Power Plan 
and state policies like the Iowa state solar tax credit will go a long way toward making our state a 
leader every form of clean energy – let’s go solar!” 
 



The analysis – available at www.CleanJobsMidwest.com – is based on U.S. Bureau of Labor Statistics 
data and a comprehensive survey of thousands of businesses across Iowa and the region. This analysis 
was developed in conjunction with BW Research Partners. 
 
The Clean Jobs Midwest report provides detailed breakdowns of clean energy jobs not available 
previously – including job totals for every county, congressional district, and state legislative district in 
Iowa. 
 
The report also found:  

 Energy efficiency jobs account for about 68 percent of all clean energy jobs in the state, while 
renewable industries account for about 28 percent of clean energy jobs. 
 

 Wind energy accounts for about 82 percent of all renewable energy jobs in the state, followed 
by geothermal and solar, respectively. 
 

 Polk County leads the state in clean energy jobs, with more than 3,000 workers. 
 

 Clean energy employs nearly 569,000 people across the 12-state Midwest region (Illinois, 
Indiana, Iowa, Kansas, Michigan, Minnesota, Missouri, Nebraska, North Dakota, Ohio, South 
Dakota, and Wisconsin). 

 
“The Midwest is a central hub of America’s clean energy jobs market. Other regions may attract more 
attention, but there’s no doubt the Midwest is a force in its own right,” said Philip Jordan, vice 
president and principal at BW Research Partnership. 
  
Erik Birkerts, Chief Executive Officer of Clean Energy Trust, said the following: “Clean energy is a 
dynamic sector and central to economic growth in the Midwest. Smart public policy will further 
accelerate the clean energy sector's growth, which means thousands of new jobs created across the 
region and which will confer economic advantages on Iowa,” Birkerts said. 
 
For profiles of clean energy workers from Iowa and across the Midwest, see 
www.CleanJobsMidwest.com. And see here for an E2 video showing how a former Navy SEAL from 
Fairfield, Iowa, started his own solar company after retiring from duty; and here for an E2 video showing 
how TPI Composites puts people to work at its facility in Newton. 
 
To interview Iowa clean energy businesses and/or local clean energy experts, please call or e-mail the 
media contacts listed at the top of this press release. 
 

### 
 
Clean Energy Trust (CET) fuels clean energy innovation in the Midwest. A Chicago-based non-profit, CET helps 
launch, fund and grow Midwest clean energy companies to ensure a more prosperous, sustainable future for 
generations to come. It does this through direct investment, commercialization assistance, mentorship, access to its 
broad partner network and the promotion of a supportive clean energy community and business climate. Learn 
more at http://www.cleanenergytrust.org. 
 
Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) is a national, nonpartisan group of business leaders, investors, and professionals 
from every sector of the economy who advocate for smart policies that are good for the economy and good for the 
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environment. Our members have  founded or funded more than 2,500 companies, created more than 600,000 jobs, 
and manage more than $100 billion in venture and private equity capital. For more information, see www.e2.org or 
follow us on Twitter at @e2org. 

http://www.e2.org/
http://www.e2.org/
https://twitter.com/e2org
https://twitter.com/e2org

