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Businesses, Military Benefit from Drilling Ban in U.S. Atlantic, Arctic oceans 

WASHINGTON (December 20) – Bob Keefe, executive director of the national, nonpartisan business 
group Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2), today made the following statement upon the Obama 
administration’s announcement that it’s permanently removing most U.S. Arctic waters and part of the 
U.S. Atlantic Ocean from fossil fuel leasing: 

“This is a historic victory. Rather than worrying about oil spills wreaking havoc on beaches that have 

been at the heart of local, tourism-based economies for generations, everyone from commercial 

fishermen to hotel owners to restaurateurs along portions of the Atlantic Coast can instead focus on 

growing their businesses and creating jobs. 

“By using the law to also conserve and protect the pristine Arctic Ocean from oil drilling, President 

Obama is sending a signal to the clean energy industry that it can continue to expand and power our 

future. 

“This also means that precious national security resources already stretched thin won't have to be 
diverted to support the drilling industry in the harshest waters in the world.” 

 For a recent op-ed by a retired U.S. Marine Corps lieutenant general and E2 member, please see 
here. 
 

 For E2’s Clean Jobs America report showing that 2.5 million Americans already work in the clean 
energy industry, please see here. 
 

 For a letter signed by more than 200 business leaders highlighting the business case for banning 
Atlantic and Arctic drilling, please see here. 

### 

Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) is a national, nonpartisan group of business leaders, investors, and 
professionals from every sector of the economy who advocate for smart policies that are good for the 
economy and good for the environment. Our members have founded or funded more than 2,500 
companies, created more than 600,000 jobs, and manage more than $100 billion in venture and private 
equity capital. For more information, see www.e2.org or follow us on Twitter at @e2org. 
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