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Nevada Has Major Opportunity to Grow Economy, Create Jobs 
by Strengthening Clean Energy, Clean Transportation Policies 
More Than 15,000 Already Work in Silver State’s Energy Efficiency Sector Alone 
 
CARSON CITY (December 21, 2016) – Clean energy is a major economic opportunity for Nevada – but 
only if state lawmakers step up and strengthen certain policies, according to a new policy paper unveiled 
today by the national, nonpartisan business group Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2). 
 
 “Nevada’s Clean Energy Future,” available here, outlines how lawmakers can help create jobs and drive 
economic growth by updating state clean energy policies during the next legislative session. States like 
California have recently passed major updates to their own clean energy policies, and they are attracting 
increased private investment capital, innovative companies, and jobs. Nevada lawmakers can catch up 
this winter. 
 
“Industries like renewable energy, energy efficiency and electric vehicles represent a huge economic 
opportunity for a state like Nevada,” said Jennifer Taylor, executive director of the Las Vegas-based 
Clean Energy Project. “We’ve already seen this with Tesla’s Gigafactory. But there’s much more we can 
do to attract the kinds of companies that will power our state far into the future while also saving all 
of us money on electric bills. Legislators can start by taking a long, hard look this winter at clean 
energy policies in desperate need of an update.” 
 
Earlier this month, E2 and E4TheFuture released “Energy Efficiency Jobs in America,” which included 
state-by-state breakdowns of 1.9 million energy efficiency jobs across the U.S. in industries like 
appliance manufacturing, advanced materials, insulation, lighting, HVAC, and others. 
 
According to that report, more than 15,300 Nevadans work in energy efficiency jobs (see Page 88). The 
Top 10 counties in the state for energy efficiency jobs are: Clark (10,250 jobs), Washoe (2,990), Carson 
City (644), Elko (408), and Douglas (386), Churchill (207), Lyon (129), Humboldt 114), Nye (114), and 
White Pine (50). 
 
Nevada’s legislature can keep the jobs growing in energy efficiency and at plants like Tesla’s by passing a 
few commonsense clean energy policies when they return to Carson City in February, according to E2.  
Among them: 
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 Increase the minimum amount of electricity energy providers get from renewable energy 
sources like solar and geothermal. 

 

 Require electric utilities to offer programs that help customers save energy, while raising the 
amount of energy that utilities are required to save. 

 

 Put in place tax rebates for electric vehicle (EV) purchasers; spur utilities to invest in EV charging 
infrastructure in market segments critical to EV adoption, including apartment buildings and 
workplaces; and ensure that electricity rates encourage customers to charge EVs at optimal 
times. 

 
“Nevada has always shown the world how a little imagination and some old-fashioned hard work can 
reshape a state’s economy,” said E2 executive director Bob Keefe. “Now the state has another major 
opportunity with clean energy. Whether it’s powering an energy efficient Vegas casino with rooftop 
solar, manufacturing cutting-edge batteries for electric vehicles or installing geothermal systems in 
the desert, clean energy has proven it can mint high-wage jobs in the Silver State.” 
 
Earlier this year, E2 also released “Clean Jobs America,” a report that tallied 2.5 million jobs in clean 
energy sectors including energy efficiency, renewable technologies like wind and solar, and advanced 
transportation like electric vehicles. Like the energy efficiency report, it was done by BW Research 
Partnership, which has conducted similar studies for numerous state and federal agencies, including the 
U.S. Department of Energy. 
 
For more information, or to speak with clean energy business leaders or policy experts from Nevada, 
please contact Pat Mitchell at pmitchell@hastingsgroup.com or E2 press secretary Jeff Benzak at 
jeff@e2.org. 
 

### 

Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) is a national, nonpartisan group of business leaders, investors, and 
professionals from every sector of the economy who advocate for smart policies that are good for the 
economy and good for the environment. Our members have founded or funded more than 2,500 
companies, created more than 600,000 jobs, and manage more than $100 billion in venture and private 
equity capital. For more information, see www.e2.org or follow us on Twitter at @e2org. 
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