Good for the Economy.
Good for the Environment.

MEMORANDUM IN OPPOSITION TO
A.9053 (Jenne) / No Same As
Prohibits State Funding for Wind Electric Generation Facilities
Located in Areas Near Fort Drum

The New York Chapter of Environmental Entrepreneurs (E2) — a national, nonpartisan
group of business leaders, investors and others who advocate for smart policies that are
good for the economy and good for the environment — strongly opposes A.9053. This
misguided bill would prohibit state funding for wind power facilities in six specified areas
surrounding the Fort Drum military reservation in Jefferson County, New York, with the
ultimate impact of eliminating the siting of wind farms in these high wind resource areas.
Wind power represents about 11% of all jobs in renewable energy in New York, making it
vitally important to the future of the state’s renewable energy market. This bill is designed
to severely and unfairly curtail the operation of a single, targeted renewable energy
industry sector, hurting New York's economy, and it is not necessary for the secure
operation or mission readiness of Fort Drum.

Fort Drum is the home of the United States Army 10th Mountain Division and is a
significant resource for military readiness. It is also an important economic engine in New
York’s North Country. The wind industry understands the importance of Fort Drum to the
region and to New York State, and will not act to compromise its operations. Through the
Department of Defense Siting Clearinghouse (Sec. 358 of the FY 2011 NDAA), there is
already a procedure in place for reviewing siting of wind power facilities. The law was
strengthened in the FY 2018 NDAA to require the Clearinghouse to develop procedures
for consulting local bases and providing the DoD clear authority to issue a determination
that a project, in isolation or cumulatively with other projects, presents an unacceptable
risk to national security. To date, no project has been constructed over the objection of the
DoD.

This bill would impose an arbitrary restriction on top of an already sound review process.
In renewing the Article 10 power generator siting law, New York's Legislature signaled
that the siting of wind power facilities should be conducted in an objective and uniform
manner. Instead of trying to limit wind development through the establishment of
unnecessary and arbitrary restrictions, the state should allow the DoD Siting
Clearinghouse process to make decisions on a case-by-case basis concerning a project’s
impact based on an objective and detailed technical analysis. These well-established
federal level efforts complement New York State’s Article 10 process.

Lastly, increasing our domestic energy supply — in particular, through investment in
renewable sources — is in the best interest of both our economy and our national security.
New York should continue to promote policies, such as the Clean Energy Standard (CES),
to increase homegrown energy sources such as wind power. Under the CES, New York
must procure 50% of its energy from renewable sources by 2030, thereby promoting
innovation and investment in renewable energy technologies. According to information
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from the New York Independent System Operator (NYISO), five proposed projects in
advanced development are located within the proposed zone of restriction in this bill. Per
information from the wind industry, were this bill to pass, it would mean the projected loss
of 49 permanent jobs, 1,080 temporary jobs, $29 million in local spending over 30 years,
and $238 million in project payments over 30 years. Beyond just the Fort Drum area,
though, this bill stands to send a signal statewide that it is risky to invest in wind power in
New York State, potentially hampering the development of on-shore wind generation, and
delivering a blow to the state’s renewable energy goals.

For the reasons stated above, E2’'s New York Chapter strongly opposes this bill. For
further information, please contact Noah Dubin at 212-727-4586.
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